
What you need to 
know about High 

school

Classes of 2024 & 2025 



Hello!
Let us introduce ourselves

Follow our social media accounts to stay up to date with 
important information!

Facebook: @MerloInstitute, Instagram: @merloiet, 
Twitter: Merloiet
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Gary D. Phillips - Principal
gphillips@stocktonusd.net 
Evangelina Ramos, Ph.D. - Spanish 
Teacher, Leadership/PLUS Advisor
evangelinaramos@stocktonusd.net
Liz Anaya - Guidance Tech
Alexis Suarez - Secretary
Renee Guel - Registrar
Margaret Guel - Attendance 
Nataly Cabrera - CSM

mailto:gphillips@stocktonusd.net
mailto:evangelinaramos@stocktonusd.net
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Dr.  Anderson - Design, Visual, 
Media Arts Pathway
Ms. Carlos - Environmental 
Resources Pathway
Mr. Hurst - English, Mock Trial, 
Drama
Ms. Alvarado - Social Science
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Today's objectives
By the end of this presentation you will be able to do the 
following: 

1. Students will understand the expectations of being a 
Merlo student

2. Students will be able to understand and calculate GPA
3. Students will be able to identify and understand 

requirements needed for graduation and A-G eligibility.
4. Students will be able to identify three resources available 

to them. 
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Today's Agenda
1. Orientation information - Cafeteria
2. Student Photo for ID and yearbook - 

Conference Room
3. Drop off registration packets
4. Pick up schedule and textbook
5. Campus tour



School Starts Monday, August 2nd at 7:25 a.m.

Please be on 
time!

School Ends at 2:18 p.m. M, T, W, and F
School Ends at 12:16 p.m. on Thursdays



Staying Healthy
● Students and staff will be required to wear 

masks while indoors
● Outdoors masks are optional
● Students as asked to perform a health 

self-check prior to coming to campus
● It is recommended that you stay at home if:

○ You have cold-like symptoms
○ Experience loss of taste or smell
○ Experience nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea
○ You have COVID-19 like symptoms
○ You  have had a fever less than 24-hours 

before 







Merlo Dress Code Policy
ONLY COLLARED SHIRTS:
• Solid Colors: Black, White, or Gray
• Shirts must be tucked in
• Layers are permitted if in uniform colors
• No bare midriffs

PANTS/SKIRT:
• Solid Colors: Khaki/Beige or black (NO LOGOS)
• Pants should be worn at the waist (no sagging pants)
• Skirts must be at least knee length
• No Capri pants or shorts
• No levi/denim jean type material



Merlo Dress Code Policy
JACKETS/SWEATERS AND JACKETS:
• Solid Colors: Black, White, or Gray (NO LOGOS)

SHOES:
• Solid Colors: Black, White, Black, or Brown athletic/tennis 
shoes
• No stiletto heels, platform, open-toed or backless shoes
• No red or blue shoelaces

No hats, scarves, hoods, sunglasses, beanies or head coverings
No Blue or Read clothing or articles of clothing



Bring Your Chromebook Every Day!

Please remember to charge your Chromebook each night and 
bring your charged Chromebook to school with you daily.  

If you do not have a Chromebook, one will be checked out to 
you on the first day of school.  





SkillsUSA



Merlo Clubs and Activities
● MEChA
● Esport
● MESA
● Dances
● Movie Nights
● Citizen of the Month Assemblies 
● Volunteer Work
● Sports
● Garden Club



Understanding Credits 
For each class you pass, you will receive credits.
 
You must pass the class with a D or better to receive 
credits. California State Universities (CSU) and 
University of California (UC) only accept a C or 
better.
Failing a class will result in receiving zero credits 
for that semester.  
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Freshmen must earn 230 credits and Sophomores must 
earn 210 credits 

to graduate from a Stockton Unified School. 



Understanding Grade Point Average (GPA)
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Total grade points ÷ number of classes = GPA

For each grade you receive on your transcript, you will 
get points. These points will be averaged out to get 

calculate your GPA. 

A 4 points
B 3 points
C 2 points
D 1 point
F 0 points
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For example, if you took the following classes and 
received the following grades, your GPA would be...

Science D 1 pt

Math C 2 pts

History C 2 pts

PE B 3 pts

English A 4 pts

Elective A 4 pts

Total grade points ÷ number of classes = GPA
16 ÷ 6 = 2.67

Note: Merlo students attend 8 periods.  Same Formula!
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Lets Practice!
Use the GPA worksheet to help guide you through 
figuring out the GPA for the following report card:

          
            

What is the total GPA for this report card?

How would it change if English 
is an honors class?

Subject Grade

English B

PE A

Spanish A

World History B

Math D

Science C

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XPNdHDSMUCojiLiNrk0aALzTsBMrEUUB0ygZjVAuJSI/edit?usp=sharing


Class of 2025 Graduation requirements
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Subject Area Credits/Years

History-Social Science 30 credits/ 3 years
● World History- 10 credits
● US History- 10 Credits
● American Government- 5 credits
● Economics-5 credits

English 40 credits/ 4 years

Mathematics 20 credits/ 2 years
(includes passing Algebra I)

Science 20 credits/ 2 years
● Biological science- 10 credits
● Physical science- 10 credits

Physical Education 20 credits/ 2 years

Career Technical Education (CTE)
OR
Language Other Than English (LOTE)
OR
Visual and Performing Arts

10 credits/ 1 year

Electives 70 credits

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 210



Class of 2026 Graduation requirements
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Subject Area Credits/Years

History-Social Science 30 credits/ 3 years
● World History- 10 credits
● US History- 10 Credits
● American Government- 5 credits
● Economics-5 credits

English 40 credits/ 4 years

Mathematics 20 credits/ 2 years
(includes passing Algebra I)

Science 20 credits/ 2 years
● Biological science- 10 credits
● Physical science- 10 credits

Physical Education 20 credits/ 2 years

Career Technical Education (CTE)
OR
Language Other Than English (LOTE)
OR
Visual and Performing Arts

10 credits/ 1 year

Electives 90 credits

TOTAL CREDITS REQUIRED 230



Types of High School Courses

CTE ~ Career 
Technical Education
Hands-on courses that are 
taught by teachers with 
years of experience in 
specific career fields

22

AP ~ Advanced 
Placement
In-depth study of subject 
areas with opportunity for 
college credit (based on exam 
results); receive an additional 
point towards your GPA

DEP ~ Dual
Enrollment Program
College courses taught at 
our school site; receive an 
additional point towards 
your GPA

Honors
More advanced courses that 
receive an additional point 
towards your GPA
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You must 
pass these 
classes with 
a C- or better 
to fulfill the 
requirement.

A-G Requirements

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSnacwufipo


Follow 
Along! 
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Four Year Plan



Transcript Overview
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20.00

30.00

230.00 170.00



Post - Secondary Options
2 Year

Community 
Colleges, Trade 
Schools-Earn a 
Certificate, 
AA/AS, or 
transfer to a 
University

4 year

CSU, UC, Private 
University, or 
Out-of-State-
Earn a Bachelor 
Degree

Vocational 
Training School

Earn a Certificate
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Military



STRESSED??!!!
Academic/School

8 classes this year

8 different teachers 
(styles, expectations)

Earning credits for 
graduation

Time management

Finals/tests
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Personal

Family

Basic Needs (food, 
housing,clothing)

Issues in the 
community

Self-identity

Peer Relationships

New school, new 
friends

Dating

Peer pressure

Communication

Social Media



● exercise/meditation
● grounding/breathing
● talk to someone
● seek a safe place
● spend time with friends and family
● spend time in nature
● Join a club
● Join a sport
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What Can you do?
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Let’s practice



● Principal - Mr. Phillips

● Dr. Ramos - Leadership/PLUS

● School Counselor - TBD

● Career Center - Liz Anaya

● Campus Safety Monitor - Nataly Cabrera

● Xello/Career interest inventories

● Clubs based on interests/preferences

● Support groups and advocacy

● Referrals to in-school providers and community 
agencies
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Resources



Quiz Time!                      

Time to see what you learned!  
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Time to see what you learned!  
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How many credits do you need to graduate 
from a SUSD High School if you are a 
sophomore student this year?
● 210 Credits

How many credits to you need to graduate 
from a SUSD High School if you are a freshmen 
this year?
● 230 Credits

How many years of math are required to meet 
the A-G requirements?
● 3 years of math



Time to see what you learned!  
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What grade must you earn in order to meet 
college A-G requirements?
● A grade of C or better

How many years of the same World Language 
are required to apply to a 4 year college or 
university?
● 2 years

Maria received an A in English, B in Algebra, C 
in PE and a F in Biology. What is Maria’s GPA?
● 2.25 

What does GPA stand for?
● Grade Point Average



1670 E. Sixth Street
Stockton, CA 95206

(209) 933-7190
www.stocktonusd.net/Merlo 
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Merlo Institute of 
Envioronmental Technology

http://www.stocktonusd.net/Merlo


Questions?
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Thank you! 


